
August 14, 2025 

 

 

To: Venetia Residents 

 

From: VCA Environmental Committee 

 

Re: Information for the Venetia residents near bodies of water 

 

 

The Environmental Committee would like to provide residents whose homes border water 

areas some important reminders: 

• Drainage Boxes – When the VCA Board approved the pond restoration work at 

pond 8 a year ago, the work included a number of drainage boxes that were 

installed. Additional drainage boxes have been installed in other Venetia areas 

primarily where there has been erosion of water banks from runoff from adjacent 

properties.  The drainage boxes are there to serve two primary purposes, to allow 

adjacent homes to connect their roof runoff to the drainage boxes so the water flows 

from the boxes to drainage tubes that are extended into the adjacent body of water.  

This inhibits the water from flowing over the banks which ultimately results in 

erosion. Secondarily the drainage box can capture some surface water, assuming the 

grates are left exposed.  A photo of one of the drainage box tops is attached, please 

ensure you or your grass cutting provider is keeping these grates free from any grass 

overgrowth.   

• Buffer Zones – In 2025 the VCA Board adopted a “Pond erosion prevention 

regulation” (it can be found in the residents section of the Venetia website).  

Included in the regulation is the creation of a buffer zone 3 feet from the edge of a 

body of water that prohibits the use of heavy machinery (i.e. riding mowers) as well 

as the buffer zone grass being maintained at a grass height of 8-10 inches.  The 

Board adopted the buffer zone requirement following review of information 

obtained from the University of Florida which is attached.   

 

To Summarize: 

• Be mindful of your roof drainage and consider connecting to a drainage box 

• Ensure your drainage box grates are free from overgrown grass 

• Maintain your buffer zone and familiarize yourself with the erosion prevention 

regulation 

• If you are concerned with anything related to a water area (erosion, insecure banks, 

algae, unusual or sudden plant growth, how or who can connect to a drainage box) 

contact the environmental committee 








